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Lighting the Path

Dare to Hope

Read and Reflect

1

2.

Read Isaiah 7:10-17. What do you think of Ahaz? Do you immediately identify with him or critique him?

God offers Ahaz a sign "deep as Sheol or high as heaven." God puts Himself at Ahaz’s command. Why
do you think God went to such lengths for a King who was already doubting Him?

Ahaz responds with Scripture ("l will not put the Lord to the test"). On the surface, this sounds holy. What
was truly going on in Ahaz’s heart? Why is "religious language" sometimes a convenient place to hide
our lack of faith?

Explore and Discuss

4,

Share a time when you refused help because you were convinced your own way was better. What was
the result?

Ahaz trusted the military might of Assyria over the promise of God. In our modern context (financial
decisions, career path, family worries), what are the "Assyrias" we run to for security instead of God?

The signis a promise (You don't have to face this alone), and a warning (no one else is coming to save
you). Which of these two aspects (the comfort or the challenge) do you find most difficult to accept right
now?

Is there an area in your life where you are saying "l trust God," but your actions show you are taking
matters entirely into your own hands?

Closing Prayer

Acknowledge: Confess the specific "Assyrias" (false securities) we are tempted to trust.
Ask: Ask God to open our eyes to the signs of His presence in our ordinary, daily struggles.

Thank: Give thanks that even when we are faithless, He remains faithful as "Immanuel"—God with us.



